
I. Thanks to Niles!! 

II. So what we are going to do now is look at some stories in the bible and practice 

being a “community talmidim.”  We will look at these passages and see how the disciples 

put these principles into practice and how we can as well. 

III. Temptation of Jesus - Matt 4: 1-11 

A. What do we see as talmidim that we can draw from this story? 

B. They had to memorize the story as Jesus told it to them. 

C. As they looked at how Jesus used and interpreted scriptures, they saw he used 

them to 

1. Defend against attacks from Satan 

2. Jesus knew the Scriptures   

a) When Satan tried to twist Ps 91, Jesus knew Scriptures well 

enough that He went to Deut and pointed out Deut 6:16 was more 

applicable than Ps 91. 

b) Interesting Satan attacked Jesus TWICE regarding his identity – 

“IF you are the Son of God …” 

3. Exercise for your group -  

a) Week 1 - Read 1 Cor 1:10 - end of the letter and make a list of all 

the sins andstruggles the Corinthians church had and discuss the 

following questions: 

(1) Do I really believe these people were actually disciples??  

Why? 

(2) How would you open a letter to this church which addresses 

all this sin? 

b) Week 2 - Read 1 Cor 1:1-9 and discuss how Paul's description of 
the Corinthian church would be the same as or different than your 
perspective gathered in Week 1. 



c) Rest of Your Life - Marvel at how powerful our identity In Christ is 
and at how much God loves you. 

4. Attacked His possible/perceived desire to get power without the 

suffering, without having to go to the cross! 

a) He taught with authority, he had authority over the demons, over 

nature (wind and the waves)  

b) Finally after Jesus made the ultimate act of self-denial and literally 
picked up his cross, Jesus has ALL Authority In Heaven and On Earth!! 
Matt 28:18 

c) Jesus' response – AWAY FROM ME SATAN!! 

(1) I’m not running away from suffering and we are doing 

power in a different way in MY kingdom. 

(2) Both of these are only compatible with Worshipping God 

Only!  

5. The disciples struggled with imitating these two actions of Jesus A LOT! 

Mark 8:22-10:46 (end), we see this played out. 

6. A word on Power - as New England’s favorite full-body, full-contact 

sport has begun!! 

a) Massachusetts politics 

b) Article proclaiming we are going to turn the US into a Christian 

nation.   

c) If we are talking about picking up our cross and denying ourselves 

and loving people so they can make a free-will decision to become a 

follower of Jesus (and not us), then God would give two thumbs up, as it 

were.   

d) On the other hand, if we are talking about getting enough political 

power to enforce a “Christian will” upon the rest of the country, Jesus 

would say “get behind me Satan” or even “away from me Satan!”  

7. A word on Suffering 

a) It’s here and we can’t avoid it  



b) We can try an run from it but as disciples we are called to a 

response which ranges from: 

(1) Hebr 12:7 - Endure hardship as discipline 

(2) Roms 5:3-5 – rejoice in our suffering, because we know 

suffering produces perseverance; perseverance character and 

character hope. 

(3) James 1:2-4 – consider it pure joy whenever you face trials 

of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith 

develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so 

that you may be mature and complete not lacking anything.  

(4) Share about suffering with Evan and initially running from 

it but learning to endure and move towards rejoicing in it and 

how God changed me!!   

 



IV. Let’s take a look now at another story which highlights some of the interpersonal 

skills to be learned by the talmid.  Mark 10:35-45  

A. How does this story highlight the interpersonal skills of the talmid with the 

Rabbi?   

1. They spoke with Jesus, the Rabbi and made requests of him.   

2. What other ways did the talmidim interact with the Rabbi in other 

stories?  

a) Luke 10:17 – the 72 returned with joy and shared with Jesus 

their success! 

b) Mark 9:14-27; 28-29 – “After Jesus had gone indoors his disciple 

asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?”  He replied this 

kind can come out only by prayer and fasting.”   

c) What do we learn from this?  TO HUMBLY ASK “WHY CAN’T I 

DRIVE THEM OUT?”  

Psalm 26:2 – Test and me and try me, examine my heart and mind 

Psalm 139:23-24 – Search me, O God, and know my heart, test me and 

know my anxious thoughts,  

See if there is any offensive way in me and lead me in the way 

everlasting. 

d) Our prayer lives need to be times of rich and honest 

communication with the Rabbi! 

 

 

B.  Can we learn anything about how the disciples might work together to make 

more disciples of Jesus? 

1. If you want to be the greatest become the servant of all!!  

2. As the disciples made disciples and we make disciples, we need to 

reflect on is it better to tell someone what a disciple is or show them what a 

disciple of Jesus is? 
 



John 13:34-35 

John 15:8 

3. They spent time with one another.  LOTS OF IT!!  And got to know 

each other well. 

4. Phil 1:9 – “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 

more with knowledge and depth of insight.” 

 


